
Table 85. Persons with a dental visit within the past year among persons 25 years of age and over, according
to selected patient characteristics: United States, selected years 1983–93
[Data are based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Characteristic 19831 19891 1990 1991 1993

Percent of persons with a visit within the past year

Total2,3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53.9 58.9 62.3 58.2 60.8

Age

25–34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59.0 60.9 65.1 59.1 60.3
35–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60.3 65.9 69.1 64.8 66.9
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54.1 59.9 62.8 59.2 62.0
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39.3 45.8 49.6 47.2 51.7

65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43.8 50.0 53.5 51.1 56.3
75 years and over. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.8 39.0 43.4 41.3 44.9

Sex3

Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51.7 56.2 58.8 55.5 58.2
Female . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55.9 61.4 65.6 60.8 63.4

Poverty status3,4

Below poverty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.4 33.3 38.2 33.0 35.9
At or above poverty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55.8 62.1 65.4 61.9 64.3

Race and Hispanic origin3

White, non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56.6 61.8 64.9 61.5 64.0
Black, non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39.1 43.3 49.1 44.3 47.3
Hispanic5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.1 48.9 53.8 43.1 46.2

Education3

Less than 12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.1 36.9 41.2 35.2 38.0
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54.8 58.2 61.3 56.7 58.7
13 years or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70.9 73.9 75.7 72.2 73.8

Education, race, and Hispanic origin3

Less than 12 years:
White, non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.1 39.1 41.8 38.1 41.2
Black, non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.7 32.0 37.9 33.0 33.1
Hispanic5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.8 36.5 42.7 28.9 33.0

12 years:
White, non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56.6 59.8 62.8 58.8 60.4
Black, non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.5 44.8 51.1 43.1 48.2
Hispanic5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48.7 56.5 59.9 49.5 54.6

13 years or more:
White, non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72.6 75.8 77.3 74.2 75.8
Black, non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54.4 57.2 64.4 61.7 61.3
Hispanic5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58.4 66.2 67.9 61.2 61.8

1Data for 1983 and 1989 are not strictly comparable with data for later years. Data for 1983 and 1989 are based on responses to the question ‘‘About how long has it
been since you last went to a dentist?’’ Starting in 1990 data are based on the question ‘‘During the past 12 months, how many visits did you make to a dentist?’’
2Includes all other races not shown separately and unknown poverty status and education level.
3Age adjusted. See Appendix II for age-adjustment procedure.
4Poverty status is based on family income and family size using Bureau of the Census poverty thresholds. See Appendix II.
5Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

NOTES: Denominators exclude persons with unknown dental data. Estimates for 1983 and 1989 are based on data for all members of the sample household.
Beginning in 1990 estimates are based on one adult member per sample household. Estimates for 1993 are based on responses during the last half of the year only.

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, Division of Health Interview Statistics. Data from the National Health
Interview Survey.
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